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Obeying the Commandments. 
A desire to obey the command- 
meats is e sure indication ot a 
. healthy mind. When an individ- 
ual pi sees bia own deal res and 
com torts before the commands of 
God, he is occupying dangerous 
grounds, religiously. There are 
ao msny admonitions and re- 
marks found which relate to 
this subject, that it grates pain- 
fully upon the mind to hear one 
speak in a trifling manner about 
obeying the commandments of 
Jeans. 

Commencing with Christ's 
first sermon and follow the his- 
tory of the church he originated 
until yon consider the last mes- 
sage that the beloved Disciple 
received, as recorded in his Rev- 
elations, and there is l found 
overwhelming evidence that the 
commands of Jesus must be 
obeyed to receive happiness as 
your portion in eternity. Yet, 
notwithstanding, all the uncon- 
trovertible evi den ce supporting 
the proposition that happiness 
depends upon obedience to the 
commands ot the Lord, still men, 
by vain philosophy and dexterity 
in handling words and sentences- 
deceive thousands and make them 
believe that this command ot the 
Lord and the other are not 
esse u tin I, and multitudes pass 
from the shores of,time without 
the infinite conaolatiou ot heart 
that they have willingly per- 
formed every service the Lord 
demanded at their 1 hands. "Hap- 
py are ye it ye know these things 
and do them." Thousands there 
are who do know, but they ex- 
cuse themselves from doing. 

The Kingdom of Heaven is a 
too valuable prize to be lost, and 
no one knows the purposes of 
Jeaim in giving man those ob- 
servances to keep which seem 
trivial in themselves. The re- 
wards and penalties appended 
thereto as the result of obedience 
or disobedience, ought not to be 
lost sight of, even if the myster- 
ies of God in those humble ob- 
servances can not be understood. 
Mysteries are no strange things, 
-and if there are a few in the 
wonderful scheme of God's re- 
demption for man, why should 
Abe latter begin to define and as- 
•surne the rights of the everlast- 
ing J ndge and Creator. 

Nay, let obedience be rendered 
to all of the commands of Ch rist, 
although reason and philosophy 
can discover no relation of eauee 
or effect, or assign any good 
ins why it should be. God's 


Levity In the Preacher. 
One very serious fault of many 
preachers Is their weakness in the 
direction indicated by the title 
of this article. Mirth is not for- 
bidden to the messenger of glad 
tidings, bnt too many indulge in 
it iu a manner that is very un- 
becoming, and real sin at times. 
Levity does not belong to the 
preacher. His power is greatly 
owing to hie influence, and his 
influence cannot be commanding 
when his life is full of levity. 
The childish attempts of half-bred 
preachers to be cute and witty 
are often supremely ridiculous 
and silly. When boys go to cir- 
cuses and monkey -shows, they 
expect effusions of that sort, and 
they generally have their cheek- 
muscles tuned up tor that class 
of music. But when an individ- 
ual makes it his purpose to go 
into the company of a preacher, 
he expects that he will be sober 
and serious and have his speech 
seasoned with grace. He expects 
more than the oate sayings of a 
clown who parades before the 
people at fifty cents a round for 
their gratification. 

The people often call such 
preachers smart, bnt the ead part 
is that the smartness is rather 
from hell than heaven and the 
desire that applauds it has a twin 
origin. 

Often our deliberative assem- 
blies are made chiefly an exhibi- 
tion of this pompons smartness, 
instead of setting forth the words 
of troth and soberness which in- 
spire in the hearts of men con- 
viction of dnty and piety toward 
God. 

Repartee is valuable in politi- 
cal conventions, in the practice 
of law and in lectures ; bnt in the 
pulpit and conversation of the 
preacher it is abnormal and 
poisonous. Its influence is not 
nnto the glory of God in any 
sense; neither does it brighten 
the crown of the preacher who 
indulges therein. 

The old preacher especially 
should guard against levity. He 
is both an example to the people 
and the young preacher. If he 
is full ul levity, both bia parish- 
oners and the young minister will 
follow his example and give full 
license to that .lust of the heart 
and pride of the mind. Old 
minister, beware how you teach 
preachers and people to be vain, 
giddy, trifling, nonsensical. By 
a moment ot this trifling joy, .yon 
may break the spell ot righteous- 
ness you hava put upon a hundred 
hearers and admirers in your 
pulpit efforts. 

Levity destroys seriousness, 
and this in turn takes away the 
weight of conviction of duty and 
the feeling of responsibility. It 
kills zeal for God's cause, as a 
shower of deadly poison kills life. 
It is a diet that takes away the 
health of the hidden man ot the 
heart and poisons the blood that 
circulates in the spiritual being. 
If nature has given yon more 
of this brain quality than is easi- 
ly brought under subjection, do 
not forget that similar conditions' 
in other individual i make robbers, 
the quarrelsome, slanderers, 
back-bigbters, drunkards, hypo- 
crites, liars, murderers and the 
deceitful The flesh must be 
brought Into subjection. 

Levity is a work of the flesh, 
and God's servants should take 


No Enemy. 

Individuals are sometimes 
landed upon the conclusion that 
they have no enemies. This may 
be creditably said of sisters ; bat 
of man it la a dangerous indica- 
tion. "Woe unto yon when all 
men shall apeak well of yon." 
Loke vi. 26". Those words cams 
from the tongue of the Great 
Master Teacher. What do they 
mean ? They mean that no man 
can do his whole religions dnty 
and escape denunciation. He 
who stands up for Christ will 
have foes within and without 
The journey of the messenger of 
righteousness is over places made 
barren with sin and through 
oceans of iniquity. Hia very 
presence is a thorn in the con- 
science of the evil doer a!bd 
where sin and sat an are crowned 
as kings in the heart there will 
be a belching of curses upon you, 
like the molten fire, pours ont 
upon the earth from an angry 
volcano. 

Sin has as many strong holds 
at this time as it had any other 
period of the world, and the op- 
portunity to incur its enmity is 
as great. 

Christ pronounced a woe upon 
those of whom the people speak 
well of because they cannot do 
their dnty and retain themselves 
in the graces of the applauding 
multitude. To do this the man 
ot God must please the people ; 
and when he does this he is no 
longer a man of God bnt becomes 
the servant of false prophets. 

Let every true servant of God 
know and understand that he 
must suffer denunciation, perse- 
cution and slander from enemies 
ot truth. It is bis overshadow- 
ing responsibility to denounce 
sin, and if he fails in that, he 
falls short of the glory of God. 
There is now no limit to the op- 
portunities to rebuke sin in this 
land. The category of sins is so 
extensive that a saintly man can 
hardly turn a pious eye or speak 
a word seasoned with the truth 
of God without rebuking sin. 
The profane man, the intern per 
ate, the lascivious, railer, slander- 
er, the billiard, card, dance, low 
novel, vain fasion, hypocrisy, 
sanctimoniousnsss and general 
depravity are deluging the land, 
and no one can be granted the 
privilege of living the allotted 
years of life, without making ene- 
mies, either of men or of God. 
As all power, punishments are in 
the possession of God, it is act- 
ing the part of wisdom to spurn 
the demands of men and obey 
God. Again, 

"Woe unto yon when all men 
shall speak well of you." 


estimation of hia countrymen, 
declared that he "would sooner 
be right than to be president." 
This is soul born sentiment. 
Where that feeling prides the 
mind there will be thought that 
occasions deeds that will bless 
humanity. Such sentiment 
should guide every individual, 
not only in religion bnt in every 
deed that goes to make up life. 

In the affairs that concern the 
salvation of the soul, it should 
reign supreme in tbe mind. The 
individual is blessed who seeks 
earnestly to know the right and 
then obeys its requirements. 

The individual will not be held 
as guiltless who presists in dis- 
regarding what is right 


warning. 


The Desire to be Right 

Association with people of 
other church pursnasions dem- 
onstrates very dearly the trnth 
that religious people generally 
want to be right. If the scales 
of their errors and prejudices can 
be removed they are then willing 
to act, and to replace the error 
with truth. 

But one of the severest trials 
of life is to cherish an opinion 
for the larger part ot a lifetime, 
and feel that the salvation of the 
soul depends upon obedience to 
the provisions of the same, and 
then be shown that it is wrong 
or false, and all the anxiety and 
care count nothing. 

No greater inspiration oan 
possess the soul of any individual 
than to have a conscientious 
realization that be is right. 

One man, famous too in the 


The College. 

Brethren have gone to work in 
earnest to purchase Ashland Col- 
lege. An order has been re- 
ceived from tbe Court to sell it, 
and the property bas been ap- 
praised for that purpose, and will 
be sold about July 14th. 

Bro. Y. E. Warn pier, of Day- 
ton, Ohio, and Bro. J. M. Tom- 
baugh, of Washington C. II. , and 
several of the students, were at 
Ashland last week arranging 
the final preliminaries for the 
undertaking. 

The Brethren every where 
should now pay their subscrip- 
tions as soon as .possible, and 
give the brethren 'who have un- 
dertaken to do this great work 
for our cause and the church, a 
hearty encouragement of this 
substantial character. 

Do not for a moment forget 
that a number of brethren are 
making great self-sacrifice to do 
this, and if you are owing the 
College .anything on pledges al- 
ready made, send in the money 
as soon as possible. 

Remember now ( this money is 
to purcbaseHhe College from the 
Court, and there is nojlonger any 
other, question than a straight- 
out buy. 

Send iu all the money that can 
be gathered lor that purpose, 
and let our brethren every where 
espouse our educational interests 
and contribute all the support 
they can. 

The Lord bless tbe brethren in 
thie work. 


document for distribution. For sale 
by the author, at ft oanu per copy, or 
28 cents per dossn. 

We waited pat lent It lor the report ot 
the Ohio 8. 8. all week, but It la not 
here ret. What Is wrong brethren f 

A strong pull for the College now. 

Those interested in tbe cap disc na- 
si on will be instructed by Bro. Cesser » 
article. He writes with great modera- 
tion, yet he does not take uncertain 
grounds. Be his probably given tbe 
subject more earnest, impartial atudv 
than any other person living, with the 
advantages that be has In the way ot* 
histories and theologies! literature. 

We consider the article a most valua- 
ble ons, coming from the aoucre it 
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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


Fay your subscription brethren— we 
must hare money to keep our machin- 
ery going and pay our bills. The vear 
Is half gone and we need what belongs 
tons. 

Don't put as to further trouble 
get what you expect to pay us. 

The UniversaJlsts of Ohio, speak cut 
In "meetln" when the temperance 
question comes up ; at their last State 
convention they said : 

"We believe that the church of 
Christ will never triumph gloriously 
until the power of the liquor traffic Is 
broken. The Universalist church has 
been a pioneer in temperance reform, 
and witli no abatement of its interest 
and with the aggressive and progrei- 
bIvb spirit of the times, we declare that 
the legalization of any evil or that 
which la foreknown to be produotivaof 
evil Is a sin ttgainst God and humanity; 
and we hereby record ourselves as 
against all systems of so-called regula- 
tion and restriction of the saloon sys- 
tem, and in favor of the prohibition of 
the manufacture, sale, Importation, 
exportation and transportation of al- 
coholic beverages. 

We further urge our people to con- 
sider that the ballot la the sacred im- 
plement of patriotism, humanity *nd 
religion ; and that it never should be 
lent to the support of organ izations, 
political or otherwise, which encourage 
or trifle with the monstrous crime of 
the saloon -traffic at the expense of 
every interest ou wtiich our church Is 
founded and our principles designed to 
advance." 


There is now In the drawer a great 
bundle of "copy" awaiting the print- 
er's touch. There Is a marked Im- 
provement in this respect this spring. 

A subscriber orders his paper stopped, 
saying his "numerous creditors have 
driven me to tbe wall." We admire 
candid statements. 


An lntereiting correspondence from 
Dr. Shomber will appear next week. 

If you desire your reports of travel 
promptly printed, you are expected to 
be brief. 


Kind brethren have sent In several 
very valuable clippings recently. These 
we will use as they work in well. But 
if they do not appear immediately, the 

senders will please not conclude that 
we do not appreciate tbelr favors. We 
are always pleased to see such mani- 
festations of Interest. 


The Ohio S. 8. appointed a commit- 
tee to arrange for a State Convention 
in connection with the 8. S. next year. 
This la good, but It Is slow for us. A 
delegated convention should have been 
held this year we believe. Now we 
trust tbe committee will do its work, 
and not forget it as did tbe committee 
appointed to draft a constitution for 
tee regulation of the Mission Conven- 
tion one year ago. 


A writer In the in appendant gives the 
experience of his church In raising 
funds for church expenses, and he rec- 
ommends this method. It U to get 
every member of .the church to pay so 
much each Lord's day. It worked to the 
satisfaction, of all and met the ex pen - 

s of the church nicely. Regular and 
systematic giving Is the way to accom- 
plish something. W ben there are on ly 
a few who will give, tbe expenses be- 
come grievous to be borne. But when 
all help then they become light. 


A foreign Item announces that two 
Jews of Baghdad have purchased Baby- 
lon, and now own all that remains of 
the palaces and hanging gardens of the 
city where Daniel was thrown In the 
dsn of lions, and Sbadraeh, Meshach 
and Abednego into* the fiery furnace. 


Bro. P. H. Beaver, of Hontandoo, 
Pa., bas bad printed at this office an 
eight-page tract on Trine Immersion. 
It is an excellent document cu tbe 
theme, and gives an epitome of tbe 
historical evidence on the subject. 
Several facts are given wblcb are 
worth to any one studying the subject, 
many times tbe cost. It Is a excellent 


The triennial General Conference of 
tbe German Lutheran Church was con- 
cluded June 8. after a session of eight 
days at Madison. Wis. The most im- 
portant legislation enacted relates to 
the position of the church on secret 
organizations. Resolutions declaring 
strongly against such organizations 
were adopted, and provisions made for 
Insertion of the same In the constitu- 
tion of each church in tbe Synod. 
Hereafter persons desiring to Join the 
church must first sever connection 
with all secret organizations of which 
they may be members, and wtiere pres- 
ent church members are also secret 
society members It was directed that 
every measure except excommunica- 
tion be resorted to to Induce with drawal 
from tbe societies. 


H. H. Warner ft Go's Agent was In 
Ashland last week distributing books, 
supplying druggists, posting bills, etc. 
Tbelr advertisements appear frequent- 
ly in this paper, and their medicines 
have s world-lamed reputation. They 
advertise in ten thousand papers In tbe 
United States and have an extensive 
business In Germany, Austria and 
Great Brltian. Tbe firm owns tbe 
largest Proprietary Medicine house in 
tbe world. 


Bro E. Mason took sick Just before 
the 8. S. Convection, and be was oblig- 
ee 1 to remain away a part of the time, 
and refrain from taking his usually 
active part In the work. 


Saved.— A family of children were all 
afflicted with scrofula. Two died early; 
the rest soon would have followed, but 
for the timely and persevering use of 
Ayer's Seraaperilla, which built 
up Into a healthy and vigorous 
hoed. 
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